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Short time after a paper was published by Koerber & Azpelicueta (2009), the authors received a copy
of a barely known paper of Weyenbergh (1881) which provides information on the original description
date of Jenynsia obscura. The authors had stated that two papers could be considered to contain the
original desciption of Jenynsia obscura as a new species (Weyenbergh 1877a, 1877b), but were
unable to identify the older publication then. In 1881, Weyenbergh published a list of his own articles
and species described by him in the journal Periódico Zoológico, of which he himself was the editor.
In the introduction he informed that this list represents a chronological catalog of his papers, assigning
a running number to each title. His paper published in the Boletin (1877a) is listed as Nr. 108 and the
one from Actas (1877b) as Nr. 111 (fig. 1). This statement made by the author himself confirms that
the paper from the Boletin was published earlier and thus, should be considered the original
description of Jenynsia obscura and the one from the Actas only as supplementary information.
In an appendix Weyenbergh also listed all new taxa described by him, providing the name of the
species, the year of publication and the respective number of title from the main part of the paper,
which he considered to be the one containing the original description (fig. 2). Weyenbergh made the
same error as later authors and assigned 1875 as the year of description. Koerber & Azpelicueta
(2009) have discussed this issue and corrected the year of publication to 1877.
Surprisingly, he did not consider his earlier paper to bear the description and assigned the later
published Nr. 111 to this species. Possibly he found the later one more impacting or formal, as the
Actas contain plates with figures.
As the law of priority was formally published for the first time in 1905 (Blanchard et al.), of course
Weyenbergh in 1881 could not expect that his subjective assignment of a species’ description to a
later publication would be an issue more than a century later.
We hereby overrule Weyenbergh’s opinion expressed in the appendix and assign the title listed by him
as Nr. 108 (1877a) to be the first published description of the taxon Jenynsia obscura (Weyenbergh,
1877).

Fig. 1. List of publications from page 346
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Fig.2. List of species from page 354
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